
Issue XIV 

1. Supply the missing number. 

5         6          33 

2         3          15 

1         6          21 

2         6          ? 

Answer: 24 (In each row, add the first two numbers and multiply their sum by three to get the 

third number) 

 

2. The answers to these four clues are words with the same consonants in the same order, but 

with different vowels, such as ACCEDE and CICADA. Can you identify them? 

Good-bye to a Brit (seven letters) 

Four-handed card game (six letters) 

More sore (six letters) 

Stick together (six letters) 

Answer: The constants are CHR a) cheerio b) euchre c) achier d) cohere 

 

3. Can you find the two numbers that fit the following description? 

The square of the first number plus the second equals 31. The square of the second number 

minus the first also equals 31. 

Answer: 5 and 6 (25 + 6 = 31; 36 - 5 = 31) 

 

 

 



4. Each definition below applies to a word that ends with a four-letter body part. Can you find all 

three words? 

Waif _______ (six letters) 

Pinpoint medically _______ (eight letters) 

“X”-head screwdriver _______ (eight letters) 

Answer: a) urchin b) diagnose 3) Phillips 

 

5. The names of three cities from the same U.S. state are hidden in the sentence below. Can you 

find them? (Hint: The letters are in consecutive order.) 

“Watch out for that kayak,” Ron said on Sunday to no one in particular, raising the panic level 

and upsetting the crowd. 

Answer: Akron, Dayton, Cleveland 

 

6. A simple substitution code has been used to conceal a “quote”.  Work out the code to decipher 

the original words. 

Humpty Dumpty: 

16-12-5-1-19-5              4-15-14-20                    3-1-12-12 

 13-5                1-14                 5-7-7-8-5-1-4 

Answer: Please don’t call me an egghead. (Code: 1 = A, 2 = B, 3 = C, etc.) 

 

7. Fill in the blanks with words that are pronounced the same but have different meanings and 

different spellings. 

A means of transport _____ Unadorned _______ 

To stitch _____ Therefore ______ 

To put asunder ______ To stop ______ 

Answer: a) plane, plain; b) sew, so; c) break, brake 



8. Each definition below applies to a word that begins with the name of a different animal. Can 

you find all three words? 

Deadly projectile _____________ 

Mucous membrane inflammation _____________ 

Look forward to _____________ 

Answer: a) bullet b) catarrh, c) anticipate 

 

9. Fill in the blanks to spell the names of four famous 19th – century writers. 

__ A __ Z __ C 

__ __ C __ __ N __ 

H __ __ T __ __ R __ E 

__ H __ T __ A __ 

Answer: BALZAC, DICKENS, HAWTHORNE, WHITMAN 

 

10. In each row, think of the seven-letter answer (whose middle letter is “I”) to the clue on the 

left, then remove the “I” to make the six-letter answer to the clue on the right. 

More compact ___________ Welder’s alloy ___________ 

Eyeteeth ___________ Film festival site ___________ 

Seafarer ___________ George Eliot’s Silas ___________ 

Answer: a) solider, solder b) canines, Cannes, c) mariner, Marner 

 

11. Susan likes papaya, coconut and cucumbers. Would you expect Susan to prefer carnations, 

lilies or tulips? 

Answer: Lilies (Susan likes things that start with the same pair of letters twice.) 

 



12. Remove the first letter of a word meaning “to supply adequate evidence for” to get a word 

meaning “to wander.” 

Answer: prove, rove 

 

13. In each row, think of a four-letter answer to the clue on the left, then add a “C” to the front of 

that word to make the five-letter answer to the clue on the right. 

Radiator’s output __________ Swindler 

Perform again __________ Doctrine 

Greek god of war __________ Troubles 

Answer: a) heat, cheat b) redo, credo c) Ares, cares  

 

14. The names of three American cities are interlettered below. Can you find them? (The letters 

are in consecutive order.) 

C  N  B  H  E  U  I  W  F  C  Y 

F  A  O  A  G  R  L  O  K  O 

Answer: CHICAGO, NEW YORK, BUFFALO 

 

15. Place the same four-letter word in each blank below to make three common words. 

___ ___ ___ ___ RIDGE 

___ ___ ___ ___ ILAGE 

___ ___ ___ ___ EL 

Answer: CART (CARTRIDGE, CARTILAGE, CARTEL) 

 

 



16. Find the word that fits the definitions below when it’s a) a whole word and b) divided into 

two separate words. 

Whole word: formal statement (13 letters) 

Two words: 1. a part of speech like “you” or “me” (seven letters),  2. concrete ingredient (six 

letters) 

Answer: a) pronouncement b1) pronoun b2) cement 

 

17. Find the word that fits the definitions below when it’s a) a whole word and b) divided into 

two words. 

Whole word:good-looking 

Two words: 1. part of the body, 2. partial amount 

Answer: a) handsome b1). hand, b2). some  

 

18. The names of three fruits are interlettered below. Can you find them? (The letters are in 

consecutive order.) 

M P A E E P L A P O C L N H E 

Answer: melon, peach, apple 

 

19. Under her sofa cushions, Erica found $1.60 in coins. She had the same number of pennies, 

nickels and dimes. How many of each did she find? 

Answer: 10 of each (The total value of one penny, one nickel and one dime is 16¢. To find out 

how many of these sets there are in $1.60, divide: $1.60 ÷ 16 ¢ = 10. Therefore, Erica found 10 

of each coin.) 

 

20. Tom is half as old as Ellen was three years ago. In 10 years, Ellen will be one and one-half 

times as old as Tom. How old are Tom and Ellen now? 

Answer: Tom is 4; Ellen is 11. (The two algebraic equations are 2T = E – 3 and 2(E + 10) = 3(T 

+ 10). 


